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Finding somewhere affordable to live in Britain is hard. Some parts of the country
are cheaper than others, of course, but the cost of renting a home is horrendous,
especially in London and the South. Normally, the only answer is to share a house
or a flat: you get a room of your own, but you have to share the kitchen and
bathroom. In cities like Oxford and Cambridge, where rooms are scarce, prices will
make your eyes water: more than £500 a month. In London, they’re even higher —
not far off £700.

Oxford already seemed expensive when | lived there, and that was almost 40 years
ago. When I started work after university, my room cost £40 a month — almost 15
per cent of my salary. With today’s rents in Oxford, you’d need to earn £40,000 a
year if you didn’t want to spend more than 15 per cent on your room. But when
you finish university, starting salaries are usually between £20,000 and £30,000.
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The sinking of Titanic shocked and horrified people in both Britain and America.
They were shocked that there were not enough lifeboats. They were shocked that
so many people had died, and that the families of many of them were left in
poverty. Nowhere was the shock greater than in Southampton, where many of the
crew had lived. It is said that every street in the city had at least one family who
had lost someone in the disaster. Above all, people in Europe and the United States
100 years ago believed in technology and progress. They thought that modern
technology and engineering could do almost anything. They were shocked to learn
that nature could so easily destroy the biggest and most advanced ship in the world.
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Many people admire the paintings and sculptures that artists create. Some very
beautiful paintings and sculptures were created by two men who lived in the same
country at the same time. These men were Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo.
They both lived in Italy around the year 1500. Leonardo da Vinci is most famous
for his painting called the Mona Lisa. This is perhaps the best-known painting in
the world. The Mona Lisa shows the head and shoulders of a dark-haired woman.
When people look at this painting, they are often captivated by her smile and by
her eyes, which have a look of mystery. Another painting of Leonardo’s is called


https://reallanguage.club/anglijskie-teksty-dlya-srednego-urovnya
https://reallanguage.club/anglijskie-teksty-dlya-srednego-urovnya/titanic/
https://reallanguage.club/anglijskie-teksty-dlya-srednego-urovnya/two-great-artists-leonardo-and-michelangelo/
https://reallanguage.club/anglijskie-teksty-dlya-srednego-urovnya/two-great-artists-leonardo-and-michelangelo/

The Last Supper. This painting shows a famous scene from the Christian religion.
In this painting, Jesus Christ is seated at the middle of a long table, with his
followers (the disciples) seated around him. Many of the paintings that were
created at this time have a religious theme.
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About a thousand years ago, people known as the Vikings were known and feared
throughout Europe. The Vikings were the people of the northern part of Europe,
called Scandinavia, which includes the modern countries of Denmark, Norway,
and Sweden. The Vikings made their living by farming and fishing. However, by
about the year 700, they began making attacks, or raids, upon towns along the
coasts of Europe in order to steal the wealth of those towns.

The Vikings made their attacks very quickly and without any warning. They were
very cruel to the people of the towns they attacked, and they sometimes destroyed
the towns by burning down the buildings. In some parts of Europe, the local kings
would often fight against the Vikings. Sometimes, however, the kings would pay
the Vikings in order to persuade them not to attack.

Although the Vikings were known as fierce warriors, they also built excellent
ships. The wooden Viking ships, called longboats, were able to sail even in very
bad weather. Many Viking longboats were about 20 metres long, but some were
nearly 90 metres long. The Viking sailors used both sails and oars to move their
ships.

The Vikings travelled across a large area. They made many of their attacks in
Britain, France, and Germany, but sometimes sailed south, into the Mediterranean
Sea. Other Vikings moved to the east, and then south along the rivers of Russia.
Some even went as far as the area that is now the country of Turkey. In some
places, the Vikings decided to stay. Many Vikings settled in England and in
France, and eventually they mixed with the local people. Other Vikings settled in
Russia and also mixed with the people there. The most famous travels of the
Vikings were in the Atlantic Ocean. Vikings sailed westward to the island of
Iceland where many of them stayed.
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